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Mirabal:
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Mirabal:

Blakey:
Mirabal:
Blakey:
Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

From Monday to Friday.

Was the Consulate open on Saturdays?

I don't think so, I don't think so. Not on Satur-

day for the public. We used to work, but iﬂternally.

But it was not open to the public?

No. |

From two to four, was that vour lunch hour?

Yes, from two to four.

Did you return after lunch to continue working in
the afternoon?

Yes, from- four to six.

From four to six you worked, but the Consulate was
not open at that time.

It was not open to the public. And we used to
work also from eight to ten in the morning but it
was not open to the public at that.time.

Did everyone leave around six in the evening?
Yes, and there there were two peoplé working, be-

cause the janitor worked at the Embassy, too.

Were there ever occasions when either you or other
people connected with the Cogsulate/stéyed aftér
six?

Yes, it could be one of those days at the end of

the month but it was not a common practice.
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Blakey: Who worked in the Consulate office?

Mirabal:  The secretary and me.

Blakey: What was her name? -

Mirabal: Sylvia Duran.

Blakey: . In September of 1963 was there anyone else in the
office besides yourself and Sylvia Duran?

Mirabal: Eusebio Azcue. I took his office but at that
time he was still helping me to get familiar with
the working of the office. So heﬁstayed there for
some time assisting me.

Blakey: Did the two of you share the same office?

Mirabal: Yes, we did because it wés a large room, but he
was not there permanently. He just came and left--
He spent some hours there. If he was needed he ‘
would stay longer.

Blakey: When did you arrive in Mexico to replace Mr. Azcue?

Mirabal: On September the second.

Blakey: When did he leave to return to Cuba?

Mirabal: T don't remember.”~

Interpreter: (He misunderstood the question.)

Mirabal: Some days past after I arrived in Mexico City,
maybe a month, over a month, two ﬁodthé.

Blakey: Was it prior to the assassination of Président Ken-

i

nedy?

I think so.
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Blakey: But after the visit of Lee Harvey Oswald to the
Consulate? - - -

Mirabal: Yes, it was afterwards.

Blakey: Was Mr. Azcue normally in the Consulate duriﬁg this
period in Seétember'from the hours that we talked
about, roughly eight to seven?

Mirabal: Well, yes. He used to go in the morning to see if
I needed him. Every day he went to the office.

Blakey: I take it then that you were‘familiar with the pro-
cedures that were normally followed in the issuance
of visas. 1Is that correct?

Mirabal: Yes, I was.

Biakey: And either you or Mr. Azcue processed most visas
Is that correct?

Mirabal: There was a moment at which I took full responsi-
bility for the Consulate. Signing all the documents,
and from that moment on hé didn't sign any more.

I used to sign them myself-—- though he was still
there in order to assist me with the proceedings.

Blakey: Was there any circumstance in which a security

\ officer associated with the Consuléyeﬂwould get
involved with a visa applicgﬁion? |

Mirabal: Not that I know. The visas were hagaled by me

from the'point of view of the official procedures

and in special, in very special cases the Ambassador
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Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

would take responsibility for that.

Did you have any instructions to bring to "the

security officer's attention anything that might

occur through the course of a visa application?
Those instructions I had regarding the Ambassador,
I mean to go to the Ambassador directl?, to con-
sult with the Ambassador because they --

they only make all the arrangements for the visa.
Sometimes we had cases which had to be solved by
the Ambassador himself. For instance, Cuba.

people who came very often to Cuba, then the
Ambassador knew about that situation and they did
not have to go through this épplication process.
But that had to be authorized by the Ambassador
himself, and nobody else.

Were there any circumstances in which you would
draw the attention of a security officer associated
with the Embassy to the visa .application? That

is as opposed to drawing it to the attention of

the Ambassador?

The problem is that I've never“haﬁ'gewjfromkasecurity

officer attached to the Embassy for these cases.

All my relations were with the Ambassador.
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Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

To your knowledge then, no security officers were

attached to the Embassy? ' B

Not that I know.

Let me draw your attention then £o that latter part

of September of 1963. Were you at the Consulate

Office when Lee Harvey Oswald visited and atﬁempted

to acquire a visa?

Yes, 1 was present.'

Wﬁatvday did he first come?

I have the idea that he went two days. It seems to

me that he visited the Consulate on two occasions.

Now, when was 1it? The first one I don't remember;

the second one I think was the one at the end of

September. The day which he signed the application.

Let me, let me show you a calendar for 1963, and

direct your attention to September. The Cuban

Government has.previously furnished the Committee

with a copy of an-application for a visa. Number

779, that indicates that an application was filled

out on September 27th,~whicg according to the calen-

dar wéuld have been a Friday. Does’tgat information
P

refresh your recollection as to whén Mr.. Oswald

would have first come to thé Consuléﬁe?

Of course, & long time has passed. In addition to

that, I was not the one who took charge of the
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Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:
Blakey:

Mirabal:

visitors. Rather, it would be the secretary who was
in charge of receiving the visitors. I would
only sign the_gpplications.and the documents I
had to sign. “

Did you sign the application for Mr. Oswald the
first time he came, or the second time he came?

I don't remember. I don't remember as to be able
to give you an accurate answer. I have in my
recollection that it was the secdnd time.

That would mean the first time he visited would
have been a Thursday, the 26th. Is that correct?
I cannot tell you accurately. |

And then the second time he.visited would have
been on a Friday the 27th when he filled out the
formal application?

Yes, I do remember that there-was a discussion.
There was an argument on the two occasions that
he came. B

Was there an argument on both occaéions that he
came?

Yes, with Azcue.

Were you preéent duriﬁg both¢discus§idas that he came?
Well, present in the building but that aiscussion

was, that argument took place where the secretary

7
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Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:
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Mirabal:

Blakey:
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was. When I heard the people talking loudly, of
course, I just went and looked. But I was not
present at the argument, exactly, when itlébok
place. E

Do you recall seeing Lee Harvey Oswald?

Yes, in that way, because I just went to the door
and took a little peak as I heard the loud voices.
Would you describe him as yoh remember him?

If I describe him now I could be influenced by

the pictures I haveAseen of him. I do not have a
élear cut image of him at that time.

Could you tell me about how old he was?

Abbut thirty years.

Could you tell me what kind of build he had?

Was he slight, muscular?

He was rather light, not very broad-shouldered
but rather light and narrow build. I think the
head was not a kind of a round head, but rather
narrow. And the man was rather small.

What color hair did he have?

I would say light bréwn.

Do you recall the color of his eyes?

K4

No. I didn't see them. e

What do you recall of his complexion?

gt

I saw him. It came to my attention when I heard
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Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

the argument loud then I just went out to take
a look at the argument, what he was discussing.
I was not interested in his person exactly. Be-

sides, I did not know English. I thought it could

be an. argument. : So I saw it and then
I went back and took seat in my office. I
remember comparing him with Azcue. He was rather

small and narrow, a very'grave face, a serious
face.

How was he dressed? Did he have a suit on?

It seems to me he had a suit and a tie. It seems
to me.

I recognize of course that I'm asking you about
evénts over fifteen years ago and what we want
really is'youf best memory and I know that it's
sometimes difficult to remember things. And so
I hope you bear with me if I ask you these kinds
of detailed questions. Can you recall what kind
of suit it was? Was it dark or light?

I can tell that the recollection I have is that

it was rather light but who can retain that in
Vi Kd

the memory? -
Can you remember whether it was stripped or solid

color?

If we ask the secretary maybe she knows, because
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Blakey:

Mirabalf

. Blakey:

Mirabal:

women take more notice of that kind of thing.
Did you have any subseqﬁent discussions with Mr.
Azcue about the nature of the argument that you
had?
No.
Did he ever tell you what Lee Harﬁéy Oswald had
said to him?
Yes. At the moment he told me. At the moment of
the argument I remember that Oswald showed a
Communist Party card and another card of American
association. It's written down in the note, a
card of the Fair Play for Cuba Association. Then
Azcue took it to my desk and showed it to me.
Displayed in front of me. So I had no instructions
of anything of that sort, so I told Azcue-to take
it away but it caught my attention from the
first discussion that took place. Two things:
first, the demanding and angry way in which he
said that he wanted é visa in-any case, that he
was being peréecuted, that he had no money to
keep himself in Mexico and that he needed to travel
L
to Cuba urgently. That he “said it in a way that
is not a humble way of asking for iﬁ'but'rather

demanding. That seemed to me very rare, it

was strange; it seemed to me like a .
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Blakey:

kind of a provocation. And léter the display
of the Communist Party card and the other card.
That time I told Azcue no, give all backléé

ﬁim. And he probably was like any other person.
And that Comrade Azcue knew too. So there was
no difference, no argument between Azcue and

me about that. The only solution was to have
it, to have him sent to the Ambassador, for the
Ambassador to make a-—a decision about that, be-
cause the Ambassador could have given him the
visa as a political matter. But the way he de-
manded it, the way he projected himself was so
strange, that we just applied the rules. Then
he also said that his wife was a Soyiet citizen,
as a way to identify himself. Then I called
the Consul, the Soviet Consul. I consulted him
about the case, if he knew anything about that
case. So I was told that he had been at the
Soviet Embassy aigo and requested a visa but
they had followed the procedures and forwarded it
fo Moscow but that would take time.

Let me return to that in a\pqment,’Mrf Mirabal,

and let me ask you one other thing about the dis-

cussion that Mr. Azcue had with Mr. Oswald. What
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Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

I;d like to do is to read you a passage from a
book written by a man namediDaniel'Shor;. The
name of the book is "Clearing the Air." Tt was
published in 1977. By reading it, you should
not think that I necessarily credit as true.
What I'd like to do is ask you as a person who
was present in Mexico City to comment on the in-
ﬁormation that it contains. And I'm quoting now
from page 177.

"Oswald had come to the Consulate, the Cuban

Consulate twice, each time for about fif-

teen minutes." ' (This is now a quote attri-
buted to Premier Castro.) "The first time

I was told he wanted to work for us. He
was asked to explain but he wouldn't. He
wouldn't go into details. The second. time
he said he wanted to 'free Cuba from Ameri-
can Imperialism.' Then he said something
like, "Someone ought to shot that President
Kennedy." Then Oswald said, and this is
exactly how it was reported to me, "Maybe
I'll try to do it." :
Do you recall anything like these guotes attributed
to Lee Harvey Oswald having occurred in the Embassy?
The Consulate I mean?
Absolutely not.
Did vou have discussions with Sylwvia Duran about
what Oswald said? s
Not at that time. She was Jjust there and while
Azcue and me were talking she was just there listen-
ing. We just exchanged some words, we can not say

it was conversation.
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Blakey: Did she ever tell you anything liké the threats
that are attributed to dSwald? .

Mirabal: No, she never did.

Blakey: Did you ever have any discussions with Mr. Azcue
since both of your :eturn to Cuba about his feel-
ing that the person who was present at the Consulate
may not have been the same Lee Harvey Oswald who
was killed in Dallas?

Mirabal: I don't remember. After Azcue céme back ahd
then I returned too, I met him only once and now
yesterday I saw him on his way out here.

Blakey: So you've never discussed with him his feeiing
that there might have been two Oswalds?

Mirabal: No.

Blakey: . Does your memory of the man who was in the Con-
sulate square with the same peréon you know to
have been, from seeing him in the newspapers,
killed in Dallas?_.

Mirabal: Well, Qhen the first pictures came in the news-

papers, the following day after the assassination,

there was not even on the part of Sylvia Duran or
. 7 re

on my part anything that told us that it was

not the same person. We did not entér into a dis-

[

cussion whether it was the same person or not, we
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Blakey:

Mirabal:
Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:
.Blakéy:

Mirabal:

Blakey:
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did not make that decision. We

never thought-—the impression we got when we

saw the pictures'was that it was the same person.
And we didn't start to think about it |

I don't remember having talkec about

that.

Let me go back to where you were before I inter-
rupted you. You indicated that Lee Harvey Oswald
had come in, probably.on a Thursday and asked for
an application. And then soﬁéone then called the
Russian Consulate. Can you recall who.it was
that called?

I did.

Your memory is that you called personallY?

On the first occasion, no. On the second occa-
sion, when I wrote the note, was that I phoned
the Soviet Consulate.

You did it personally?

Yes, I did.

It was not done by Sylvia Duran?

If she did. it, I don't know. I did it myself.
With whom did you speak at the SovfetjEmbassy?

With the Consul or the Deputy Consul.

s

Can you recall his name?

No I don't.
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Blakey: What did you tell him?

Mirabal: I consulted hir 'about the case, whether they
had any news about that person or his wife who

was a Soviet citizen.

Blakey: And what did he tell you?

Mirabal: And he told me about £hat, that that same man
had beeh in his office to request a visa for
the U.S5.S5.R. But that he.had forwarded to Mos-
cow and that it would take about}four months to
get a reply. It is known that a citizen of a
country has the right to go back to that country.
But it was not she who was requesting a visa to
come to Cuba but rather himself, her husband.

But then it seemed to me somewhat strange, a

strange combination. Sd-we decided not even to
forward the case to the Ambassador.

Blakey: = Let me see 1f I can't get clear. When did this
telephone conversation--when in the day did this
telephone conversation take place?g Was it in
the morning or in the afternoon?

Mirabal: It seems to me it was around noon.time; I don't
remember. It should have been withdn ten and two

in the afternoon.

Blakey: Was Oswald present in the Consulaterwhen you

e
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Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal;

made the phone call?
I think so. I think_ﬁe was because I made' the
telephone call before writing out the note.

Okay. Let me see if I can't reconstruct with

~you what happened.

He came in on the second occasion, filled
out the application, and thgn you called the So-
viet EmbasSy to check to see whether he had re-
ceived his visa and they gave you the information
that you previously_gave'us;

Yes.

Did you then give the information to Mr. Oswald?
No, I did not. To Mr. Azcue.

And that's when the argument occurred?

No, no. . The discussion was béefore that. Because
though he came to fill out the application, the
way he was asking to do it, he wanted to have the
reply very soon. _He said he could not wait for
months and then there was another afgument about
that. There was an argument on both occasions.
Did any other people make phone calls from the
Cuban Embassy to the RussianﬁEmbasé;?xl_About the
Oswald case?

PR

Not from my phone. I had a telephone in my office
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Blakey:
Mirabal:

Blakey:
Mirabal:
Blakey:
Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

didn't?

and the secretary had another telephone.

Did Sylvia Duran ever call the Russians?
I cannot tell you yes andll cannot tell Yéﬁ no.
Did you ever had any
lead you to believe that she had made phone calls?
No.

Did you ever have any conversations with Mr. Azcue
that would lead you to believe that he had made
phone calls in this connection?

I don't know about that.

You mean you don't remember whether he did or
Or you just have no knowledge at all?
Not that I know. I never knew about that.

Did you ever make a phone call to the Russian Em-.
bassy in which you put Lee Harvey'Oswald on - the
phone to let him directly talk to the Russian Em-
bassy?

No, I never did.

Did you ever have any direct face-to-face conver-
sations with Mr. Oswald?

No, I never did.

conversation with her that would

When the argument occurred, what langiiage was Oswald

speaking?

English.
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(Tape turned

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:
Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Did he ever speék Ruséian in the Embassy?

Not that I heard. | ' ' oL

over.)

Let me repeat that question. Did he ever speak
Russian in the Embassy?

No, I was all the time in my office, and working.
I had work to do. I tell you honestly, I never
gave much importance to that. It was just a
simple argument, a discussion. At that moment
also he was not--the figure he became later. I
did not pay much attention. But rather to

loud voiceva heard, that was what called my atten-
tion. But what was going on there I do not know.
Those voices were speaking in English, then?

The three of them--the Secretary, Azcue and Oswald.
Did you know Azcue both professionally and so-
cially?

I met him September the second, 1963. He went to
receive me at the airport. Then afterwards we
became good friends. |

Did you know Sylvia Duran both professionally and
: i 7/ i

socially?

Well, from the social point of View”i visited her

l4

once during a birthday party because it was logical.
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Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

I was head at the office and she invited me.

But we never carry out any social life together.

Did you ever attend any parties at her house?

Yes, I did.
Do you recall attending any parties that period
during September at her house?

Well, the party was soon after the

night I

arrived in Mexico. I don't remem-
ber if it was her birthday, I think it was. Hers
or her husband's.

Do you know when she was born?

No.

Could it be that her birthday is November 22nd,
the day of»the assassination?

No, I can't tell you.

Can you recall whether you attended a party that
would not be a birthday party that weekend in
September when Oswald was in Mexico City?

No, I don't.-

Do you know if Mr. Azcue attended any parties at

her house that weekend? P

They knew each other  for sometime but I

can't tell you if he went to her hoguse to

a party.
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Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Did you know Maria Teresa Proenza?

I met her at the Embassy but I dian't have any
relations with her. |

Do you know if she was at a party at the Durans
that weekend?

No, I don't remember.

Did you know General Jose Jesus Clark‘Flofez?

I met a lot of people, I don't remember.

Did you know Emilio Carbellido?

I think I heard the name but.if I met him I
don't remember, perhéps it was at the time I
think I heard the name, Emilio Carbellido.

Da ybu know if he attended a party at the Durans
that latter part of September?

No I don't.

Did you know Elena Garro de Paz?

No, I don't. Perhaps I met her but I cannot as-
sociate the name with the person now.

Did you know Deba Guerrero de Galvan?

No.

Did you know a Victor Rico Gallan?

Yes, I did. s

And who was--

Journalist; v

Did you know him well?

No, but he used to go to the Consul. We had super-

i
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' ficial relations always.
Blakey: Did you ever hear that Lee Harvey Oswald wés at

a party at the Durans on the weekend of September

26, 27, 28, 2972

Mirabal: No, I never heard that.

Blakey: Mr. Mirabal, I hope you will understand that the
questions now that I am going to ask you are some-
what delicate and I would not ask you unless I had
information that made it necessafy. And I would
not ask these kinds of questions just to pry into
people's private lives. - Having apologized for the
delicate character of what I am doing, let me ask
you a series of questions,

Was Sylvia Duran married when she worked at the

Consulate?

Mirabal: She told me that she was married with a painter.

Blakey: Did you ever hear that she was uﬁfaithful to her
husband?

Mirabal: Well, there were some comments but not very serious.
I never gave any importance to the comﬁents-that

A were made.

Blakey: Did she have a reputation fgr_beindlwffh‘more than

one man on more than one occasion? |

Mirabal: No. As far as I know.

Blakey: Could she have been described as a woman of easy

virtue?

e
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Mifabal: The thing is that I never used to speak about
those types of things with the other people.

Blakey: The distinction that I'm trying to draw, it is
sometimes possible for a person to have an affair :
even outside of marraige based on love. There
are other people who would stay with anyone .and
what I'm trying to ask you as delicately as possi-
ble is if Ms. Duran had the reputation of being
the kind of womaniwho might stay'with anyone?

Mirabal: I never knew that version.

Blakey: You indicated that you did hear that she perhaps
was unfaithful. Without going into the details
of the people. V

Mirabal: There were some comrades there at the Embassy who
started commenting>but not as a serious matter.
Not as a serious conversation.

Blakev: Did you ever hear that she'might have had an affair,
at least a week-end affaif, with pee Harvey Oswald?

Mirabal: No. |

Blakey: Do yow think that if this had occurred that you

\ might have heard about it?
Mirabal: Yes. People would have compented 6h Eﬁat. Be-

cause after what happened, that is, the assassina-
tion of the President, we talked a lot. There was

a lot of comﬁersations dealing with Oswald.

reEressee
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Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Do you know how Sylvia Duran got home at night?

No. ' -

'Did her husband come to pick her up?

!

Sometimes.

Did you.know a Ernesto Lehfeld Miller (Ph.)?

Do you know if anyone other than 'her hﬁsband ever
came to. pick hé; up? |

No.

Did you ever hear or learn that Sylvia Duran

‘sent Lee Harvey Oswald to a group of students at

the'University of Mexico? In an effort to obtain
the visa? |

No.

Do you think you would have heard of such activity
had it occurred?

It would have been.normal.

Do you know an Oscar Contrares Lartigue?

Not by the name. ™

Did you know any students at the law school at

the University of Mexico?

Well, I, there were some students ypo/used to go
to the Embassy looking forlgrbpaganda, books,
literature. y;

Did you know a Ricardo Guerra?

No.
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Blakéy:

Mirabal:
Blakey:
Mirabal:
Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:
Mirabal:
Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:
Mirabal:

Blakey:

Following the assassination of President Kennedy,
was Sylvia Duran arrested by the Mexican Govern-
ment? |

Yes, she was.

Did she discuss with ybu that arrest?
Afterwards.

Would you tell us what she said happened to her?
She told me that she was arrested. I don't even
remember where it was. It was either in her
house or out of her house, tﬁat she was mal-
treated.

What do you mean by maltreated?

Not, uh, she was not beaten. But she had some
bruises and they wanted to link her with
Oswald.

How did they give an indication that they wanted

to link her with Oswald?

Because of the visit to the:Embassy.

When you say they, do you mean the Mexican Police?

Yes, it was the Mexican police.

Which police service arrested her?

I don't remember -- The Mexican police.
What I mean was.that, there are several.different
Mexican police services. Do you reﬁémber which

service it was that arrested her?
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Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:
Blakey:

Mirabal:

'Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

No,

No, I don't.

Did she tell you what questions she was asked
by the Mexican police? A .
Well, you know, she was talking about that and
who was present. The Ambassador was also present,
What questions did they ask her?

I don't remember exactly now but I do know that--
Did they make any accusations against her?

No, no. She waé released.

What.Ivmeant was, in the questioﬁs'did they accuse

her of doing anything?

‘As far as I knew, they wanted to link her with

this event. I know that there is something
about that.

Did they want to link her to it personally. For
exaﬁple, did they ask her if she had an affair
with Lee Harvey Oswald?

I don't remember anything.

Or did they try t& link her in the sense that she
was an employee of the Cuban Embassy?

I think so.

Did they suggest that somehow the Cuban Government
was involved with Lee Harvég bswald, and thus the

assassination, an attempt through Ms. Duran to

establish that link?
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Mirabal:

Blakey:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

I don't remember but I don't think so.

She commented on everyvthing but uh-- ;

I note that it's now eleven fifteen and that
it would probably be unfair for me to continue
asking questions without giving you say, five

minutes for rest. I wouldn't want it said

. that I was unfair to you. Perhaps we could

take a five minute break.

’Let fhe record indicate that it is now
twenty minutes to twelve. (Break.)
On any occasion that Mr. Oswald was present
at the Consulate did yoﬁ ever get any indica-
tidn that he was with other people?
No.
Did you see anyone outside that he might have

gone out and been with?

I remember an image that one time in which I
went to the window there was a woman clbse to
the Consulate. I remember but it is not very

clear but I didn't know who she was.

Is there any reason to associate her with him?

./ e

No, I didn't have any--
Did you see him go out and talk to hér?
No, I did not. Excuse'me, one of the things he
brought to the Consulate was a certificate of

marriage.' When he showed it to me, I didn't ask
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Blakey:
Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

anything related to these certificate but I
related that I associated that perhaps that woman
that was outside could be his wife. -

Did he say that he was with her?

No, no. I never talked to him.

It's just an assumption on your part that it could
have béen true?

Yes, only an assumption.

Could you recall for me what the reaction was 1in
the Cuban Consulate and Embaésy to President Ken-
nedy's assassination?

Well, when we heard about it, I can't recall, I
think it was the day= after, i heard it in the
morning, we put on the radio and we heard about
the news. Well, you can imagine the feeling of
the people working at the Embassy, they were

very upset. They were worried also, because
that's not common for these eventavto happen.

Especially because at that time our relations

with the U.S. government were not good and in

Mexico we had a very active counter-revolutionaryforce
who threatened us whenever we had 4 party-and
sometimes they managed to carry out soﬁe acts

against us. For example, throwing'"ink_

bottles to.our Embassy, and different provocations
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Blakey:

Mirabal:
Blakey:

Mirabal:

against us. So, first of all, the news worried
us because it was the assassination of a U.S.
President and this hadn't happened for a long
time. And also, because that Situafion perhaps

the counter-revolutionaries could use

us. That is mainly the impression I recall. And
we tried to maintain ourselves as calm as we
could.

Did you have any discussions.witg Sylvia Duran
about Lee Harvey Oswald's trip to the Consulate
in light of the assassination?

No, I didn't.

Do you recall her reaction to the assassination?
She was the one who gave me the news that he was
assassinated. She communicated first that he

was assassinated, then I put on'the radio. Some-
time later she herself came again and she told

me that the name that the radio had given as the
assassin was the same name of that person who went
to the Embassy requesting a visa. Because the thing
is that she handles everything, the/pqpers, and
she hadlto write up for sometime, different times,
the name, so she recalled it. And gﬁe-remembered

the name.

]
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Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

‘Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

"Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

What did you do with that’ipformation?

Well, what I told you before, we

Did you report it to the Ambassador that the
reportedAassassin of the President of the United
States had asked for a visa?

Yes.

- Do you know what he did with it?

He recommended us to be calm
and to wait for the events. He was going to talk
with the Mexican authorities. That is what I
remember.

Do you know if any communication was had between
Mexico City and Havana about Lee Harvey Oswald
and the visa application?

No.

You don't know. Could, is it possible that there
was some communication that you did not know about?
I didn't know. o |

Did anyone évef_talk to you as part of an investiga-
tion conducted by the Cuban Government into Lee
Harvey Oswald's visit? | s
After the assassination?

After the assassination. o

No.



Mirabal Interview

Page 33.

Blakey: Have you ever had any cqnversatidns with anyone
about what we're talking.abéut Eoday? -

Mirabal: At that time?

Blakey: Yes.

Mirabal: Yes, at that time we were talking with the different
officers of the Embassy, because thé press was
talking about these events very frquently. But.A
after some days, nothing was said. I haven't
talked about this-- |

Blakey: These were all informal conversations?

Mirabal: Yes. Among comrades.

Blakey: Have you ever participated in any

| investigation of what happened?

Mirabal: No.

Blakey: Eithen then or subsequently?

Mirabal: So far, no. |

Blakey: Let me show you the copy of a visa .application
supplied to us by-the Cuban government, number
779. Let me direct your attention to the lower
right-hand corner. Do you sée the signature
there? 1Is that your signature? L

Mirabal: Yes, it is. - | 4

Blakey: Could you tell us how that applicat%én wouid have

been filled out? Who typed it?
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Mifabai: It was typed by the secretary to Sylvia Duran.
I suppose so, beéause she was the éne in charge
of that.
But she used to £ill out applicétions.

Blakey: Where would she have gotten the information on
the top part of the application?
Is that the signature of Lee Harvey Oswald?

Mirabal: The applicant is the one that supplies the infor-

- mation.

Blakey: Where would.she have gotten the information that
appears below the phrase?

Mirabal: It was drafted by myself.

Blakey: "Would you have dictated this to her?

Mirabal: I wrote it down on a piece of paper and I gave
it to her.

Blakey: Wheré would you have gotten the information?

Mirabal: From the documents he showed to me, and from
the call I madg;to the Embassy. I think thatis
what is expressed there. Do you mind if I read
it?

' Blakey: No, please do. _
Mirabal: The apolicant says that he is a meﬁ%ef of the Com-

munist Party of the United States. It seems to

say ; "Secretary 1in New Orleans of the

Fair Play for Cuba Committee" and also that he
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lived in the U.S.S.R. from October 1959 up
to June 19, 1962. That's what he said. - That

while there he got married with a Soviet. citi-

zen. He produced some documents that accre-
dited him as member of the organizations men-
tioned before and a marriage certificate. He
presented himself at the Embassy of the U.S.S.R.
in this éity requesting a visa to visit the
Embassy in Cuba. We callea up the Consulate

of the Soviet Union and they told us that they
had to wait for the authorization of Moscow

in order to issue the visa and that it would take

approximately four months. That is, that what

he declared and the different consultations I
made with the Consulate so that the Cuban au-
thorities might be able to understand.

Blakey: When would this application have been typed in
this fashionz-w.

Mirabal: At that moment.

Blakey: The information would have been, I take it
then, directly given to Sylvia Duran by Mr.

e

Oswald. And the other iﬁformation would have
been given to vou.

o

Mirabal: Not to me alone but to Azcue. Both.
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Blakey:

Blakey:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

‘Blakey:

Mirabal:

Mirabal:

And theén it would have been typed on the applica-
tion, and Mr. Oswald would have~signed it right
then?

I don't remember now if he signed before or after-
wards, but it was the same day.

Do I understand you to say that he may have signed
an application in blank and then the information
would have been typed into it afterwards?

It is possible because that is something that be-
longs tobthe.Missidn. It is not signed by the
applicant; he just only commit himself

with what he says. This is internal.

What I'm trying to understand is the procedure
that would have been followed. In most situations
what'did the applicant do?

He signed the application.

In blank?

No, no, no. Afteg.filling it out.

Okay. He would, what I'm--as you told me, he
didn't type it. The secretary typed it. Okay.

So he would have to have given the information to

-

7/ -
the secretary. She would then have to have typed

it.. And the information would have to have given

to Mr. Azcue and he would have to have dictated

to Ms. Duran the material that appears on the bottom.
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Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

~Mirabal:

Blakey:

And when all of that was typed on the apélication,
I take it it would have been given'to himwtp sign.
Is that correct?

I can't tell you if it was like that exactly.

It was done generally; I can't tell you exéctly
if it was done like that. Now, what I can tell
you is that it was made the same day at the same
moment.
Uh huh. Did he sign that in youf presence?

Not in my presence. |

Was it ever a practice to allow an applicant to

take the application with him, away from the Con-
sulate?

No, that was not allowed.

So they would always have been filled out and signed
in the Consulate?

It was not forbidden but it was not necessary to

do that. |

Was more than one copy of the visa application made?
Yes.

How many were?

I just sign them. I think there weée/%ive or six
copies.

Did the applicant sign each one indiVidually?
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Mirabal: Yes.

Blakey: Did you have carbon paper available that would
permit him to sign all copies at ﬁhe same time?

Mirabal: I can't tell you that because he didn't sign in
my presence.

Blakey: Was it the custom that you had carbonvpaper avail-
able? That would permit applicants to sign all
copies at the same time? ’

Mirabal: That was handled by the secretar? and I don't
know how she worked (it). I was never interested
in that because I was working on other things.

She was working there for some time--
Blékey: Could I ask you to givé me an exemplar of your own
signature? (Break wﬁile Mr. Mirabal writes name.)
Would you date it? Auéusﬁ 26, 1978.
(Laughter.)
Mr. Mirabal, you previously indicated that you knew
Maria Teresa Perenza and t;_hat she iworked in the
Embassy. Was she subsequently recalled from Mexico
City to Cuba?
\ Mirabal: Yes. L
Blakey: Why was she recalled? )

oo

Mirabal: . I don't know.

Blakey: - Did you ever have any discussions with anyone in the

O
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Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

Blakey:

Mirabal:

END OF TAPE.

Embassy about why shg left?

If I had it, I don't remember. R

I had very.few relations with her.

You previously indicated that you knew Luisa-
Calderone. Is that correct?

We haven't talked about Luisa Caldefone.

I'm sorry. Did you know Luisa Calderone?
Yes, she worked at the Embassy.

What did she do at the Embassy?

She wofked I think in the commercial depart-

ment.

She subsequently was recalled to Cuba, is that

correct?

Yes, after two months. I knew her a very short

time.
Why was she recalled to Cuba?

I don't know.
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BLAKEY: You were just saying before we had to change

the tapes...
MIRABAL: Well, generally, personnel in an émbassy

will take office over for just a period of time. Aand I think

they said that she left to Cuba because she finished with
het period of time in the Embassy.

BLAKEY: Was there any connection betwéen her return
to Cuba and the assassination of President Kennedy?

MIRABAL: No, never. I don't know if she left before
or after. |

BLAKEY: Mr. Mirabal, let me show you two black folders,
one of which is identified as the photo identification book.

The second is identified as...

INTERPRETER: The first one is identified.. .

BLAKEY: ...as photo identification book. The second
is identified as J.E.K; document number 007549. Each black
notebook contains a number of photographs. I'd like you to
take a few minutes andvlook at them, and then I'd like to ask

A

you if you can identify any of the people in them. It's now

about 12:05. I wonder if we could take a break for about
ten minutes while you have the opportunity to do that.

- BREAK -

rd

v/(

BLAKEY: For the record, let me indicate that it is
now 12:20. You were indicating that you di@ not know anyone
in the photo identification book?

MIRABAL: I'd like to clarify that I'm not very good
at recollecting people. Sometimes I can't distinguish my

children in a picture.
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BLAKEY: Let me direct your attention to photo No. 57
in the photo identification book and ask you if you can recall

that individual.

MIRABAL: Well, the face looks somewhat familiar.

BLAKEY: - But you're not sure who it is?

MIRABAL: No.

BLAKEY: Okay. Then let's direct our attention to the
-007549.

INTERPRETER: Zero, zero...?

LOPEZ: 7-5-4-9,

BLAKEY: You indicated that you could identify some
of the people in that book. I wonder if you would give us the
name and the number.

MIRABAL: No. 4 is myself. That's it.

No. 33 seems to me to be Rogelio Rodriguez, a comrade

who used to work at the embassy with us.

No. 34. It seems to me that it was a Mexican. He was a
Mexican or a Cuban who used to work at the embassy. I'm
not very sure. I don't ggmember his name. I just remember
having seen him there working on different things. Because

\ of his face he looks Mexican. I can't place him, though.
It seems to me that he's the same person who fits your number
61l. It seems to me that it is the same person‘in both.
pictures. Then No. 44, which seems to be a’ ‘comrade who used

to work at the commercial office whose name I don't remember now.

Now I was looking at —-- it seems to me that he resembles No. 1.
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MIRABAL: I told them that he used to work at the
commercial office. Then we have 111. It seems to me that
this man was Alberuy, . who worked at the Embassy and who was
a painter. His name I don't remember. Alberu Qaé”his

last name. Then we have 120. This is Buenaventura, who

used to work at the Embassy, too. A young man. Buenaventura,
it seems to me that was his last name. This Buenaventura
..... is the same person in 157 aﬁd 158. And then no& I'm look-
ing here. One hundred and fifteen seems to be again--

115. Then 116 is Braun. She was a member of the

Mexican Communist Party who used to come to the Embassy

quite often. I mean, I'm not very sure if she was really
a member of the Party, but she used to come to the agency.
That's as far as I have recognized here. Some of them

are not very clear.

BLAKEY: Would you look at No. 34? Could that be
Rolando Esteva?

LOPEZ: Rolando Esteva.

MIRABAL: I don't remember that name.

BLAKEY: Would you look at No. 817?

MIRABAL: But that one I mentioned to you--No. 34.
Yes, No. 34 was a Cuban or Mexican working‘at the Embassy.
I don't remember his name. I just recognize the face as
a Cuban or a Mexican who used to worﬁ)at the Embassy.

BLAKEY: Would you look at No. 8l? Could his name be

Juan?
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MIRABAL: I have not seen him. That face I don't
remember.
BLAKEY: Would you look at No. lOl? Could his name
Be Dr....

LOPEZ: Ramirez Corea?

MIRABAL: I don't know him.
BLAKEY: Okay. Would you look at No. 852

MIRABAL: I don't know him.

BLAKEY (aside): (Is it him or her?)
LOPEZ (aside): (her)
BLAKEY: Looking at No. 85 -- could that be Luisa Calderon-

MIRABAL: I don't have a good recollection of her
because I saw her just a few daysbut I don't have a
a recollection of her.

BLAKEY: Would you look at numbers 26 and number 27.

Is that face familiar?
MIRABAL: No.
BLAKEY: 'Could that be Ernesto Iehfeld Miller?

MIRABAL: I don't know him.

BLAKEY: Mr. Mirabal, would you obéect if we took
your piéture now? We would like to have it for our files in
\ connection with...
MIRABAL: I'm sorry that I(m,'sufféfigg from
inflammation of one of my teeth and my 'face-ié somewhat swollen -

e

"a little bit swollen.
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BLAKEY: But you don't mind if we take your picture?
YBUERGO; Before taking the picture, maybe you would

allow me to make a clarificétion, because maybe Comrade
Mirabal had forgotten. As you may remember, we had men-
tioned in the previous talks about Comrade Escartin had
some meetings with Comrades as part of an investigation
that was carried‘out by the Minister of Foreign Affairs in
1976. And Comrade Mirabal was one of the persons inter-
viewed 6n that occasion. And the conversation that we had
at‘that time coincides more or less with what has been said
here today. Maybe our good Comrade Mirabal could tell
through the Directorate that he was previcusly interviewed.

MIRABAL: Yes, when you asked me whether I had spoken
to anyone on another occasion, I had said that I never again
had spoken ébout that so far. But when I said so far,_I
meant including the Comrade in the process because I feel
this is a process, so I include Comrade Escartin in the
whole thing.

BLAKEY: The record--the record really ought to indi-
cate that that's the way L understood it and that I did
not understand you to say that you had not talked with Mr.
Escartin.

MIRABAL: Yes, I didn't mention that exac;ly because

_ P

he told me on that occasion that that”talk wbund.end in a

process like this and it will start the wholewﬁhing.

2o
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BLAKEX:i The record feally should be very clear that
2's no misunderstahding. I asked the question implicitly
1din§ . myself and Mr. Escérting' AAna yéu-agswered
plicitly in the same way and I was not misled.-

PREYER: Mr. Mirabal, we appreciate very much your
ing with us today. I hope this photograph will turn out
ir than some of those and I hope your tooth problem will
‘be much better.

" INTERPRETER: 'Cause he doesn't want to laugh for
icture.

BLAKEY: Well, while I'm waiting for my camera to warm
et me thank you for your time in what has obviously been

at imposition. And let me indicate that the time is

2:35.



